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“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty” II COR. 3:17 
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Bill would punish fiscally ailing schools 


Critics say plan is too punitive, but measure’s author says results must be harsh 


Arika Herron 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A bill to create a watch system for 
monitoring school districts’ financial 
health would punish schools that are 
truly struggling — and some school offi- 
cials say it goes too far. 

House Bill 1315 would strip power 
from elected school boards, limit how of- 
ten they can meet and allow state offi- 
cials to revoke a superintendent’s li- 
cense if the district is in hot financial 
water for too long. 

It makes examples of the two school 


Pope Francis wrote in 2015 that cli- 
mate change is “a global problem.” ap 


Study casts 
doubt on 
‘greening’ 

of Christians 


Emily Hopkins 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Declarations from religious leaders 
aside, American Christiang attitudes 
toward the environment are not neces- 
sarily getting greener, according to a 
new study. 

The paper, to be published in a forth- 
coming issue of Environmental Politics, 
also concludes that, if anything, Chris- 
tians today might actually be less con- 
cerned about the environment, not 
more. 

“I think there’s been some conven- 
tional wisdom growing, among some at 
least, that religious organizations have 
become more active in the environmen- 
tal movement,” said David Konisky, the 
study’s author and an associate profes- 
sor at the School of Public and Environ- 
mental Affairs at Indiana University 
Bloomington. 

“The question is whether the mes- 
sage of faith-based leaders is resonating 
with their churches or their synagogues, 
and that’s a question more about the av- 
erage Christian opposed to the average 
Christian clergy member.” 


See CHRISTIANS, Page 6A 


districts already in state takeover where 
nearly all power has already been shift- 
ed to state-appointed emergency man- 
agers. Should it pass as written, the bill 
would limit Muncie Community Schools 
board to just two meetings per year. 
Gary’s board would be rendered virtual- 
ly useless, replaced by an elected advi- 
sory committee that, like Muncie’s 
school board, would meet just twice a 
year. 

Gary’s current school board wouldn't 
meet at all. When board members’ terms 
expire, the board would dissolve. 

“I think it’s ridiculous,” said Robert 
Bugg, vice president of Gary’s school 


board. 

Critics, like Bugg, say the bill is far too 
punitive. 

The bill’s author, Rep. Tim Brown, R- 
Crawfordsville, said the consequences 
need to be harsh to send a clear mes- 
sage. 

“We don’t want this to happen again,” 
Brown said. 

The aim of the bill is to stop school 
districts from falling into financial dis- 
tress, the way Gary and Muncie have. 
Gary is more than $100 million in debt 
and was taken over last year. Muncie 


See SCHOOLS, Page 4A 


“How long do we 
go before 
somebody is held 
responsible?” 


State Rep. Tim Brown 


R-Crawfordsville 


aught in winter's 
frigid clutches 


Indy residents who braved the outdoors encountered 
wind chills that were double digits below zero at times 


Top, Michael DeHart 
takes flight on his 
snowboard from a snow 
ramp he and a friend 
made in Garfield Park. 
Bottom left, 
Anntoinette Allen 
bundles up as she walks 
along Illinois Street on 
Tuesday. Bottom right, 
Jason Crook spreads 
salt. MATT 
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From Texas to New England, snow and 
ice disrupt travel. 1B 
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Inside information led to death 


Police: Former health aide’s knowledge 
of home contributed to slaying. 3A 
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